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them articles to be observed and kept, both by sea and land, and
what punishment should be inflicted upon the offenders.
The 12 of May wee passed the Tropicke, with a fresh gaile.
The 24 we had a great storme.
The 25 we had a storme, with great store of raine.
The 27 we had another storme, continuing two houres.
The 21 of June we tooke a Portingall, whose lading was wine,
oyle, and meale, being about the burthen of 100 tunne; who, not
resisting, was discharged of his marchandise in foure dayes, to
every ship according to his proportion.
The 29 of June we passed the Equinoctiall, with a fresh gale of
winde.
The 12 of July our maister gunner of the Ascention dyed; who
was the first that dyed in that ship. Here we tooke many flying
fishes in the aire.
The 16 of July-we doubled the shoales of Braseele; and for
joy thereof every messe had a canne of wine to supper.
The 20 of July we cast off the Guift, being about 18 degrees to
the south of the Equinoctiall. Here we tooke more fish then we
could eate.
About the first of August many of our men in every ship fell
sicke of the scurvy. So that many died, and few were free of the
infection throughout the fleete. So that there died 80 men in the
fleete before we came to land.
The 9 of September it pleased God, after our long distresses,
to send us to the sight of land at Soldania, 16 leagues from the
Cape de Bona Esperance. And because it was in the night, and
all our men very weake, we were in great danger, beeing very
neare the shoare. But God strengthned us; so that by His helpe,
and the helpe of some of our admiralles men (when they had
rnored their ship), we were preserved, not being able to helpe
ourselves.
The 10 day our generall went ashoare, to see if he could get
some fresh victuals. And after hee had talked with the countrey
people, they made signes that they would bring oxen and sheepe
within two or three sleepes.
The 14 day every ship sent provision on shoare for the
building of tents. And this day the inhabitantes of the country